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College 
offers
4 new 
majors

By Erika Crowell
Staff Reporter

See MAJORS page 4See MPE page 4

Falvey Memorial Library has 
designed a new open-source library 
research tool, VUFind, that allows 
users to modify their searches to 
fit their individual needs. It is now 
being used by several university 
libraries around the world.

“Traditional library catalogs 
were designed around a much more 
narrow experience of information-
seeking than the kinds of search 
involved on the Web since the 
mid-1990s,” Joseph Lucia, director 
of the Falvey Memorial Library 
said. “We were thinking how im-
poverished the traditional library 
catalog was.”

The new research portal replaces 
conventional library catalog soft-
ware that was traditionally built 
around commercial search engines 
that were difficult to customize. 

VUFind allows users to search 
the library’s full inventory of re-
sources, including electronic journal 
articles.  

 “When you go into detailed 
view, it enhances the displays so 
you get things like book covers and 
book reviews,” Lucia said. “You can 
also select to favorite or tag books. 
Another benefit is that if librarians 
find information relevant to courses, 
they create a public tab for that 
course, and people can locate that 
collected information. VUFind also 
uses a ranking engine so that users 
can pick a particular book that is 
displayed based on ranking.”

An important and interesting 
feature is faceted browsing, which 
allows users to locate more specific 
resources. 

“You can type one word and then 
navigate through subsets on that 
info,” Lucia said. “It’s more similar 
to exploring Web resources rather 
than just typing text.”  

In 2007, Andrew Nagy, an em-
ployee with Falvey Memorial Li-
brary, became the lead developer 
for VUFind after deciding to use re-
sources available at the University. 

The software began at the Uni-
versity, but code development con-
tinues in different places, including 
universities around the nation and 
the world where VUFind has been 
adopted. 

VUFind 1.0 was officially re-
leased on July 15, and it was quickly 
adopted by such institutions as the 
National Library of Australia, Yale 
University, London School of Eco-
nomics and Georgia Tech, among 
other worldwide organizations and 
institutions. 

“It was the goal of making library 
search more familiar and more ef-
fective that pushed us in the direc-
tion to see what we could develop,” 
Lucia said.

New VUFind 
personalizes 
online library 
searches
By Katie Armstrong
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Dining Services revises MPE 
restrictions, alleviates crowds

Doug Keith/The Villanovan

By Laura Monaco
Staff Reporter

Villanova Dining Services has 
eliminated the usage of the MPE 
program from Connelly Center 
during peak hours, beginning this 
semester. The changes are meant to 
direct the large crowds that gathers 
during lunch and dinner to the three 
dining halls.

The majority 
of changes to the 
MPE program will 
impact students 
when they dine in 
Connelly Center. 
The Freshens in 
Connelly Center 
and at Donahue 
Court have been 
added to the MPE program and 
will accept MPEs from 2 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. 
in Connelly Center and from 7:30 
p.m. until midnight at the Donahue 
Market.

“In addition to Freshens, we have 
also reduced the dining restriction 
hours in the Belle Air Terrace from 
5 p.m. until 7 p.m. to the new hours 
of 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.,” said Tim Di-

etzler, director of Dining Services. 
“Currently, a lunch time restriction 
was placed on the Belle Air Terrace 
from 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. However, 
we have also eliminated the MPE 
restrictions on all meal plans in Belle 
Air Terrace outside of the lunch and 
dinner restrictions.”

When dining in the Belle Air Ter-
race, all meal plan participants have 

the opportunity to use their meal 
plan for lunch prior to, and after, the 
MPE-restricted lunch hour. 

In addition to these changes at 
the Belle Air Terrace, a Driscoll 
Hall upgrade can be added to meal 
plans, including yet another location 
at which MPEs are now accepted. 
More MPE meals have also been 
added to several of the meal plans’ 
daily meal account balances, per day 

as well as per meal. This enhance-
ment gives students yet another 
option to dine at other convenient 
locations while still using their 
MPEs. Furthermore, athletes can 
no longer use their MPEs in the 
Exchange.

According to Dietzler, the pro-
posed changes to the MPE program 
were solidified after a continuing di-

alogue with the 
Student Govern-
ment Associa-
tion last year. 

In the spring 
2010 semester, 
the changes to 
the MPE pro-
gram were an-
ticipated, and 
the meal plan 
contracts for the 

current academic year were adjusted 
to include the new enhancements, 
especially those pertaining to the 
Belle Air Terrace. During the sum-
mer months, the changes were 
finalized and implemented in prepa-
ration for the academic year. 

“Similar to food points and 

The enhancements to the MPE program 
were ultimately aimed toward improving stu-

dents’ dining experience, as well as adding 
flexibility and value to meal plans.

The College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences is now offering four new 
majors, in addition to a new science 
course, as of the beginning of the 
current semester. 

Arab and Islamic studies, Latin 
American studies and gender and 
women’s studies, all previously of-
fered as minors or concentrations, 
will now be available as majors.

In addition, liberal arts students 
are now offered the option of pursu-
ing a cultural studies major.

The new majors consist of cours-
es that were previously provided by 
the University and are now com-
bined in order to shed light on 
particular fields of interest. Con-
versations between professors of 
different subjects and backgrounds 
sparked the idea to group a variety 
of these classes together to craft 
the majors. 

By combining the strengths and 
unique focuses of different depart-
ments, these majors are intended 
to offer students a well-rounded, 
liberal arts education. 

The curriculum for the cultural 
studies major, for example, encom-
passes classes from the communica-
tion, English, history, philosophy, 
political science, sociology and 
theology departments.

“A major should help students 
gain mastery of subjects that spark 
their interests, grasp what they care 
about and, from there, make discov-
eries and become enlightened,” said 
Lowell Gustafson, associate dean of 
social sciences and interdisciplinary 
studies. 

He has helped create these ma-
jors by encouraging relationships 
among the various departments in 
the College of Arts and Sciences, 
while simultaneously emphasizing 
interdisciplinary learning.  

These additions to the College’s 
offered majors are intended to spark 
students’ interests by providing 
them with more variety in their 
course load, as well as opportunities 
to help them discover more about 
the subjects that they are the most 

Senior and World Series of Poker champion Dan Kelly took home this title, a coveted 
World Series bracelet and more than $1.3 million in winnings this summer. For full story, see 
page 7.
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